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Bragg Presidency
Thank You, Chuck and Karen
The 2-year tenure of Chuck Bragg’s presidency of The
Society of Indiana Pioneers ended with the election of Julie
Newhouse to succeed him at the Annual Meeting on November 3. Chuck’s energy and enthusiasm was much in evidence
and the Society will benefit in the future from his accomplishments:
During his tenure, he and his wife Karen scanned all the
past Yearbooks of the Society from 1916 until 2006
when the printer provided electronic copies; once that
project was completed, they undertook to locate, organize, and scan all the minutes of the organization from its
beginning until 1993 when minutes were entered electronically.
Following the action of the membership to establish December 31, 1850, as the eligibility date for membership
in 23 counties in the northern tier of the state, Chuck
and Karen visited with historical societies or libraries of
all those affected counties to respond to questions about
the change and promote membership.
Often in period costume as a 19th century undertaker,
Chuck represented the Society at statewide gatherings
including the annual Indiana Statehood Day in the State
Capitol, the Genealogy and Local History Fair at the
Indiana State Library and others.
Continuing his passion to repair and restore grave markers
of some of our Indiana pioneers, Chuck worked with
Board members to identify markers needing repair and
undertook to get the work done.
The Society says thanks for your leadership.

Note from the Genealogist
Michele Kerr
It’s official. We have 9,246 Indiana Pioneer Ancestors that
have been added since 1916 when the Society of Indiana
Pioneers was founded! This sounds like a massive number,
but I do find that we are constantly adding new ancestors
along with the wonderful new members. Seventy-six percent
of all the ancestors that were approved this year were “new”
ancestors, meaning that no one had ever applied for membership using that particular ancestor. And have I mentioned
before that just about half of our membership is from out-ofstate! I think that says a lot for the pride that our fellow Hoosiers feel for their Indiana roots!
If you have ever attended a genealogy fair, you will most
likely agree that they are a wealth of information and a great
kick-starter to energize your research. The Midwestern Roots
Genealogy conference is coming up on July 19-20, 2019 and
will be held once again at the Indianapolis Marriott East. The
Society of Indiana Pioneers will have a table in the Exhibitors
Hall so please stop by and introduce yourself and feel free to

Proven Ancestors:
9,246
Total Members:
1,001
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Life members: 186
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ask questions! I always come away with lots of tips and ideas on how
to re-think my research or storytelling.
As I mentioned in the last newsletter, I would like to re-energize
the search for our pioneer ancestor’s photos to pull together into a
collection. Feel free to either upload them to our FaceBook group,
email them to me at genealogist@indianapioneers.org send in copies
to the office. While you are thinking along those lines, I would also
ask that you consider sending in a copy of your own biography that
can be added to your own application. These are not to be shared
publicly but are more of a way to think another 100 years down the
road. We, as family historians, tend to think of the past, but our own
stories are incredibly important and I think that it would be a wonderful addition to our archive. Wouldn’t you love to find the application from an ancestor that tells about him/herself and the reason
they joined the lineage society?

2018 John H. Holliday Junior History Award
The 2018 John H. Holliday Junior History Award was given to
the 4th graders at St. Richard’s Episcopal School. Their year-long
project was to select a famous Hoosier and prepare a report on that
person along with a bulletin board map. In addition to the written
requirements of the year-long Famous Hoosier project, grade 4 students participated in a culminating activity that required them to
plan and sketch a rendition of their Famous Hoosier. Once approved by the art teacher, students created a papier-mâché puppet
(approximately two feet in height) during art class. Utilizing the puppet of his/her character, each student then delivered a memorized
speech in first person to a school assembly telling of the life and accomplishments of his/her Famous Hoosier.

Welcome New Members
The Society of Indiana Pioneers would like to
welcome the following new members who
have joined from 15 Sep 2018 through 15 Jan
2019.

Associate Members:
Cavolick, Kris
Indianapolis, IN

Regular Members:
Adams, Kristen Benn
Peru, IN
Bartz, William Ryan
Guys, TN
Belter, Candace-Colleen
Newburgh, IN
Benn, Claudia Delaney
Logansport, IN
Bostic, Peggy Corley
Greenwood, IN
Brubaker, Karen Berkshire
Fort Wayne, IN
Carmody, Katherine Iams
Ramona, CA
Cummins, Jo Ann Mollenhour
Elkhart, IN
Daniel, Barbara Applegate
Parker, CO
Davis, Lezli Glover
Biltmore Lake, NC
Edwards, Shelley Norton
Sunrise, FL
Ekoniak, Janice Dark
Hockessin, DE
Hurt, Lucinda LaPierre
Aroma Park, IL
Jorgenson, June Nally
Indianapolis, IN
Leveque, Lawrence Lee
Fort Wayne, IN
Maddock, Todd Lee
Spokane, WA
Morgan, Joy Reddick
Crossville, TN
Nathan, Jared James
Thousand Oaks, CA
Needler, Timothy Scott
Indianapolis, IN
Oliver, Rhonda Harris
Albion, IN
Paige, Wendy Wiseman
Marble, NC
Ridler, Brian Joy
Woodward, IA
Smith, Blanche Wilson
Indianapolis, IN
Smith, Danny Arnold
Indianapolis, IN
Terman, M.D., James William
La Crosse, WI
Thomas, Jo Ann Turner
West Lafayette, IN
Tilton, Maydean Fetty
Cibolo, TX
Welch, Ph.D., Christopher J.
Indianapolis, IN
Wilson, Michael Gene
Indianapolis, IN

Junior Members:
Adams, Aiden James
Peru, IN
Adams, Jaxson Tate
Peru, IN

Deep Forest
books available~ $25 each

2018 Fellowship
Presented at the 2018 Annual Meeting
The award was given to Morgan Lee Wilson, a
Master’s student at Indiana University.
A summary of her topic: The tendency of the
last several decades has been to view women's
roles in American history as cruel existences dominated by the men in their lives. The general layman may view women as having been 'obedient'
to their husbands. However, primary evidence
shows these marriages were a complex layering of
responsibility, hard work, and difficulty on the
edges of civilization; necessity, then, will be
shown to have determined the nature of these
relationships. Men and women both brought
different skills to the table, all of which were necessary for survival amid harsh lives in a foreign
and hostile landscape.

Cumberland Gap Pilgrimage
July 25 - 28, 2019
Prices: $997 Double per person; $1193 Single
Spaces are still available, but it is filling up quickly.
In a departure from previous years, we will
have only one Pilgrimage in 2019. That’s because
the trip will be special, an opportunity to see
where and how many of our ancestors got to Indiana by coming through the Cumberland Gap, the
pass through the Cumberland Mountains near the
junction of Kentucky, Virginia and Tennessee.
We will visit many historic sites en route and during our return trip. We will dedicate a bench near
the Cumberland Gap with a plaque in honor of
our pioneer ancestors.
The Society’s website (indianapioneers.org) has
more information and a downloadable reservation
form. Click on the EVENTS tab from the HOME
page. You may also contact the office at
317.441.8293 or by email
(indianapioneers@gmail.com) to request a form
to be mailed to you.

Pioneer Founders of Indiana
Books available
$25 soft cover ~ $35 hard cover

SIP History FACTS
Did you know?
At this time in 2013, our membership stood at
880. Current membership of 1,001 represents a
13.75% increase.
Robert Todd Lincoln was offered and accepted an
honorary membership into the Society by founder
John H. Holliday because of his father’s residence
in Indiana from 1816-1830.
The founding date of the Society was September
15, 1916. The idea for the Society was from Mrs.
Evaline MacFarlane Rieman Holliday, wife of
John H. Holliday
John H. Holliday attended Hanover College
where he founded Phi Gamma Delta Fraternity.
Holliday Park on Spring Mill Road in Indianapolis was the Hollidays’ 80-acre summer retreat on
the White River named “Reka Dom” meaning
River House.

Recent photo of the elm tree planted by Pioneers during the May 2016 pilgrimage to the
State Capitol in Corydon.

